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eriodically, CubaNews offers reviews of

books we think will interest our readers.

This month, our books look at the city of
Matanzas, an “American insider’s ective
on Cuba,” the * ma,%ta] powers of the Castro
revolution and Caribbean dance.

MATANIAS: THE CUBR NDBDDY KNOWS

Matanzas — the name lLiterally means
“slaughters” — is the Cuban city nearest the
United States. Known at the heyday of the
19th-century sugar boom as the “Athens of
Cuba,” it is renowned for its art music and
rich African her-
itage. It's also the

lace where Latin
American baseball
began. Yet most
Americans  have
never heard of it.

“Matanzas: The
Cuba Nobody |
Krows” by Miguel §
A. Bretos (ISEN [;
978-0-8130-3432-4, |
S27.50 hardcover)
remedies this histo-
rical oversight.
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Though he came to the United States as a

Pedro child and has lived all over the
world, hus family is still closely tied to the city
where they lived for generations.

After 40 years, Bretos has returned to his
homeland “with the longing of an exile, the
anticipationof a child, the curiosity of a visitor,
the resentment of a victim, and — hopefully
— the objectivity of a scholar.”

Through the book's 336 pages, Bretos un-
folds the Matanzas story from the aboriginal
Tainos to the coming of revolution with sohid
research, wit, clarity and the kind of vivid
detail that can come only from an insider.

But he also deftly inserts Matanzas into a
larger afm:iure More than local history, this
original work 1s Cuban history from a local

erspeciive.

Bretos is retired as senior scholar from the
Smithsonian Institution’s National Portrait
Gallery, and is the author of four books,
including “Cuba and Florida: An Explovation
af @ Historical Connection, 1593-1991."

Author Manuel Barcia calls the Matanzas
book “a deep analytical and a warm personal

approach ot the history of Bretos's place of
birth. A funny, mtelligent, elaborate and eru-
dite work, this book will certainly graciously
stand the passing of time.”

Adds fellow aunthor Dick Cluster: “A fine
document of Cuban culture, a history and
memoir of a charming and oftneglected city,
infused mth an emigre’s love and longing for
the lost RJ

Detas, Stf;bkame’ Williams, Publicity Mgr
University Press of Florida, 15 NW 15th Smft
G:IIHE’SE'EHE’ FL 32611, Tel: (800 680-1955.
Email: swdupf com. URL: wiws upf com.

CUBA RISING: AN INSIDER'S PERSPECTIVE:

‘Cuba Rising, An American Insider’s Perspec-
five” by former White House staffer and for-
eign policy expert Jonathan Showe, is based on
the author's nearly 80 visits to the enigmatic
island nation over the last dozen years.

Showe credits
“persistence,
tenacity, curiosity
— and modest
irreverence  for
1.5, travel restric-
tions" as the
answer o how he
keeps getiing in.
Showe's  back-
ground in the mili-
tary  combined
with a graduate
degree in interna-
tional relations
resulted in  his
joining first the Nixon and then the Ford White
Houses, where he was involved in U.S. econo-
mic policy and international trade negotiations.

Even when his career evolved to include a
1.5, multinational corporation, his work a.nal}
E:I]'Jg mntmg and speaking about Cuba contin-

As Showe succinctly puts it, “How can a
small island with few resources and of little
consequence stand toeto-toe with the global
superpower for 50 vears? It can’t, but it did.”

“Cuba Rising” (ISBN 978-061532361-9,
(Crlobal Insights Press, $26.95 hardcover) is
available at www.amazon.com and bookstores.

Details: Michael Hemp, The History Com-
pany, & Merrill Way, Carmel Valley, CA 93924,
Tel: (831) 6592112 Fax: (831) 6593113
Email: mehemp @i de istoryeompanycom. URL:
wivw.cubarising nel.

HII]I]HI FI]'HEHS OF STATE

ite its hard-nosed emphasis on the

Em} ifying realism of Marxist-Leninist ide-
ology, the political imagery of the 1959 Cuban
rET-’D ution — and the state that followed —

OMjures i 1ts uwn magical seduchons and
fantasn_es 0

Kenneth umn_ in his soon-to-be-released
book ‘Hidden Powers of State in the Cuban
Imagination,” shows how magic practices and
pelitical culture are entangled in Cuba in
unusual and intimate ways.

In the 208page book (ISBN 978-0-8130
J483-6, price $69.95 cloth), Routon, wisiting
assistant professor of anthropology at Christo-
ﬁhﬂ Newport University, describes not only

ow the monumentality of the state arouses
magical sensibilities and popular images of its
hidden powers, but also explores the ways in
which revolutionary officialdom has, in recent
years, tacitly embraced and harnesssd verna-:
ular fantasies of power to the national

This study brings anthropology and lstcur}
together by examining the relationship
between ritual and state power in revolution-

Al Amercan Inslcers Perapecive

ary Cuba, paying particular attention to the
roles of memory and history in the construc-
tion of shared political imaginaries

“A fascinating, timely and deftlj balanced
account of the power of magic and the state in
revolutionary Cuba,” says Raguel Romberg,
author of ‘Healing Dramas: Divination and
Magic in Modern Puerto Rico." “This conr
pelling and evecative book transports readers
to the secret and mysterious alleys of religious
and political workings, the ritual production of
selective historical memory, and the current
statecraft of religious appropriations.”

Adds Christine Ayorinde, author of “Afro-
Cuban Religiosity, Revolution and National
Identity™: “A valuable contribution to scholar-
ship in Cuban studies and the study of religion
in the Americas, Routon goes beyond other
works in analyzing the Cuban capacity for comr
bining apparently incompatible beliefs such as

D;{gﬁsm and various Afro-Cuban practices.

“He also provides a number of important
insights into the processes by which magical
and ritual idiems of power feed the political
imagery and exercise of power in Cuba,
vice-versa.”

Details: Stephanse Welliams, Publicity Mgr,
Urtversity Press of Florida, 15 NW 15th Street,
Gainesville, FL 32611 Tel: (800) 680-1955.
Email: swidupf com. URL: wiwnnupf com.

MAKING CARIBBEAN DANCE

Caribbean dance is a broad category that
can include ever hing from nightclubs to

sacred ritual. “Makimg Cartbbean Damce,”
edited by Susaﬂﬂﬂ Sloat, connects the dance
of the islands
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forms of secular,
social, carnival,
experimental and
J performance
dance, the book
(ISBN 9784~
H130-3467-6,
$£34.95  cleth)
3t ~ explores some of
the region’s most mysterious and beloved, as
well as rare and little-known, dance traditions.

From the evolution of Indian dance in
Triniclad to the barely known rituals of las mis-
ferios in the Dominican Republic, this 352-page
volume looks at the vibrant movement vocabu-
lary of the islands, with distinctive chapters on
such topics as experimental dance makers in
Puerto Rico to the government’s use of dance
to shape national identity in Barbados,

Detals: Stephante H:Hmms Publicity Mygr,
Untversity Press of Florida, 15 NW 15th S'trﬂ?f
Gainesville, FL 32611 Tel: (800) 680-1935.
Email: su@uﬁf com. URL: wiwee upf com.



